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Schedule—agreed to.

Preamble:

Mr, SCADDAN: How did the name of
John Boileau eome to be among those in
whom the land had been vested?

Mr. McDOWALL: The hon. member
was referring to a very old resident of
Coolgardie. As the Minister had said,
this reserve had been vested in trustees
in the early days. Eventually the sum
of £300 had been raised for the purpose
of installing it with electric light and
other improvements. However, the trus-
tees eould noi pay up and the bank had
threatened to foreclose, upon which the
municipality had raised a loan and paid
off the bank. It was now desired to
vest the land in the municipality.

Preamble passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendmenl;
report adopted.

the

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK
AMENDMENT.
Second reading. N
Order of the Day read for vesump-
tion of debate on second reading.
Question put and passed. _
Bill read a second time,

ACT

FIRE BRIGADES BILL SELECT
C'OMMITTEE.
Member to give evidenge.

On motion by the Premiev (withoui
notice) the member for Murchison (Mr.
Holman) was permitied to give evidence
hefore the select ecommiitee of the Legis-
lative Couneil an the Fire Brigades Bill.

House adjonrned at 1031 pom.
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The SPEAKER took the Clair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: Papers re-
lating te a loan to R. Berteaux of the
President Loubet Lease, Davyhurst (Re-
turn ordered on motion by Mr. Collier).

By the Premier: 1, Rules and regula-
tions of the Fremantle Public Hospital-
2, Wharfage charges on wool at Derby,
Broome, Port Hedland, Onslow, and Car-
narvon,

QUESTION—RAILWAY OFFICERS
RECLASSIFICATION.

Mr. ITARDWICK asked the Premier:
Seeing ihat the reorganisation of the
Railway Department has been going on
for two years, is it the intention of :he
Government to place a sum of money
on this year’s Estimates so that re-
classication by the Commissioner of
Railways shall take effect from the 1st
July, 19092

The PREMIER replied: Reelassifica-
ton is now proceeding, and provisivu
will be made for increases to take effeet
from the 1st July.

QUESTION—COMMERCIAL AGENT
AT ROME.

Mp, JACOBY (without notice) asked
the Premier: What are the conditions
under which Signor Astengo will aet as
commercial agent at Rome for this
State?

The PREMIER replied: This gentle-
man was appointed honorary conunereiat
agell at Rome for Western Austra-
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lia recently on the recommendation of
the Agent General, and on that of Cheva-
lier Zunini, who was for some time
Italian Consul in Western Anstralia; the
idea of the appointment being to ew-
courage, as far as possible, trnde rela-
tionships between the two ecountrics.
This gentleman is a member of the Legis-
lature of Italy.

Mr. Troy: At what salary was the ap-
pointment made?

The PREMIER: Without remune:u-
tion.
MOTION — GOVERNMENT BUSI-

NESS, PRECEDENCE ON ALTER-
NATE WEDNESDAYS.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
moved—

That on Wednesday, 20th October,
and on every allernate 1Vednesday
thereafter, Goverrnment business shall
take precedence over all other notices
and Orders of the Day, as well as on
the days already provided.

As a rule this motion was made earlier
in the session, and was generally assent-
ed to without discussion. The Govern-
ment had stitl a eonsiderable amount of
business o bring down, and it would be
necessarv to devote a greater amount of
time to (lovernment business. During
this sesgion, so far, one day in three had
been devoted to private members’ busi-
ness, and at the commencement of the
session a certain portion of the time sup-
posed to have been devoted to Govern-
ment business had been allotted to mem-
bers in charge of private measures.
Among the measures vet to he brought
down by the Government were those
dealing with the amendment of the Con-
stitution, re-purchased estates. the ve-
imposition of the land and income tax,
several railway Bills, a Roads Bill, and
other minor measurez. Then there wonid
he the Loan Bill as well. so it would be
recognised that this motion was by no
peans unreasonable.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill): Insiead of
attempting to take away private mem-
bers’ day every ather week it would
have been more veasonable to sugzest
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sitting an extra day in each week. Such
exlra day could be allotted to Govern-
ment business, and private members’
day would be ohserved as hitherto. The
Premier had referred to certain mea-
sures the Government had on the stocks,
but it was to be remembered that private
members also had some important mes-
sures on the Notice Paper and, with one
or iwo exeeptions, had had very liitle
opportunity of getting on with them.
The hills of fare submitted by the Gov-

ernment was altogether too extensive for

the short time clapsing between 1st Sep-
tember, when arlianient had met, and
Christmas. If it was intended ,to pro-
rague by Christmas there was no hope
whatever of dealing with the measures
on the Notice Paper, let alone these still
to he brought down. If it should he
found inconvenient fo sit an extra eveun-
ing in the week, why should we not sit
on Monday or Friday from 10 o’cloek
in the morning till 3 in the afternoon?

Mr, JOANSON (Guildford): The sug-
gestion made hy the Leader of the Op-
position should elaim the serious atteu-
tion of the Premier. Memhers had
lind a montl’s adjournment, and had
probably made the most of it in the
prosecution of their private business,
Consequently it was only fair that we
should now nake up part of that time
in the serviece of the State. The sitting
of an extra day from this iime forward
would probably obviate the undue rush
which always oceurred at the end of »
session. The measures referred to hy
the Premier were far too important 1.
e dealt with in the hurry and scurev
whieh almost invariably marked the close
of a session. He had no desive to up-
pose the motion, because he did not wanr
te sit after Christmas; nor did he want
to xee auy measure being put through
withont proper eonsideration,  Still, he
would submit to the Premier that the
sitting of an extra day would be a wiser
expedienl than the entting out of pri-
vate members’ day.

Mr. 'FROY (Mt. Magnet): The House
had only heen sitting a little over a
month. and but small opportunity had
heen given to members to ventilate their
grievances, therefore he would oppose
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the motion. If, during recess, members
received greater couvtesy from Minis-
ters, and fuller opportunities of having
their grievances redressed, there would
not be that great necessity for private
members’® day; bot sueh conrtesy and
such opportunities were denied members
in  recess, and. consequently, membhers
were justified in demanding the reten-
tion of private wmembers’ day.  True,
no objection was raised to this metion
in previous yeavs, buf in previous vears
Parlinmment lhad been sitting some fime
before the motion was introduced. T.at-
terly, however, it had been the eustom
of CGovernments to delay the opening
of Parlfament until late in the vear, and
to wait until the hot months. and then
when members were exhausted, to seek
an early opportunity of getting into re-
cess. The Premier-surmised the House
would rvise before Christmas, but inti-
mated lhe intention to bring down a host
ot Bills which experience showed there
could be no opportunity  of  possing.
What was the good of hringing down
at the fag end of the session a Bill for
the alteration of  the Conslitution thal
wounld ereate a great deal of discussion
and 2 great deal of criticismi,  But evi-
dently it was infended to bring down
the Bill merely lo wmislead the people
into 5 heliet of the sinecerity of the Gov-
ernment in regard lo the alteration of
the franchise of anotlier House, or the
Government had uo sineerity in regard
to having the measure passed., Tn faet
thexy had had four years in which lo
deal with ihe measure. and had shown
uo sineerity in regard lo it. It was »
Bill (hat should be brought down as
sonn as possible, bul as it woulil embrace
sieh a mass of eontentious matters i
would take weeks o get through (he
House.

The 1*remier: Will
ver the alteration 1o
fhrongh ?

Me, TROY : If if embraced an aleva-
iion of (he frawehise for the electors of
another House it would create a great
deal of argument: it was a big subject.
But the Government eould have no sin-
cerity in regard to if. The Bill would
be thrawn out. and the Legisiative Coun-

it lake weeks to
the Constitution
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cil electivns wure (v be held next May.
Privale menbers’ day should be re-
tained. becanse it was the only oppor-
tunity members had of ventilating their
grievanees, ITe could give personal ex-
perience as to the manner in whieh he
had heen treated, and would take every
opportunily white in the House of con-
serving the privileges of members, and
of ennbling them te have their grievances
discussed in the House if ihat oppor-
{uniiry were denied by Ministers during
VOUeas,

Mr. HOLMAN (Murehison) : 3Members
must profest against taking away private
memhers’ day so carly in the session. In
past sessions the debale on the Address-
in-Reply took almost as many weeks as
the TTouse had sai tlis session, and prae-
tieally every wember gave away his right
tu speak on the Address-in-Reply in order
li: enable the (Govermment lo get on with
the business, while the general debate on
the Fstimates was allowed to go throngh
by membiers on the Opposition in order to
enable (he {iovernment to get on with the
business.

The Previer: 11 was very kind of you.

Mr. HOLMAN : The Premier could not
puind to any experience in previons years
where (he same thing had happened. But
it appeared 1o be the desire of the Gov-
ernment merely 1o get info recess to carcy
on some of the saime work Ministers had
carvied on In pasl years during recess.
[t was well known swhen the debate on
the Address-in-Heply was allowed to lapse
the ({overnmant had no husiness tn bhrine
forwanl.

The 1Premier:  Lewislation has never
heen sa far advanced as during this ses-
ston and the same can be gaid of the Es-
timates.

Mr. ITOLMAN: Aund simply  becanse
things were well advanced privale mem-
hers were 1o have (heir only privilege
taken awax. IF thai was the freatment
menbers were to receive for being kind
to (he Crovermment. the hest thing ftor
members to do was to take up a tinn stand
and uol allow z0 mueh progress to be
made. Alrhangh the Government had same
importanl measnres an the Notice Paper.
privale memherz ad also important mea-
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sures on the Notice Paper dealing wifh
the interests of the people of the State.
with the protection of life and property.
with the advancement of the mining in-
dustry, and with (he pavient of compen-
salion ro men injured in following their
emplovment: and mwembers should have

an opportunily of having these matters-

dealt with; bul it appeaved the Govern-
meni were only seeking to wet Intu recess.
It was only abour eight weeks hefore
Christmas, vet there was 1o be a  Bill
bronght down for an amendment to the
Constitafion. A great deal of time would
be spent dealing with it in thiz Chamber,
and then it would be sent to the Legisla-
tive Counetl at the last moment and tossed
out, like many other measures sent to that
place: and the Government would be able
to say Lhey had passed through the As-
sembly a weasure granting privileges to
a verfain section of the community, but
it was tossed out hy the other House.
llowever, all knew thal (he Government
were not steere in this matter, and that
the =ale idea was to blind the electors to
show what =ort of good fellows Ministers
were.  Was the real idea to wel into re-
cess amd allow the Premier to take ap the
position ol Agent General?

The Premier: Give notiee of the ues-
fion

Mr. HOLMAN: If notice were given
of the yuestion il would enable the Pre-
mier to prepare an answer whieh mighi
be differeni from what would he given
straight away. It was believed this was
the case, and one would not like to see the
Ministers the Premier would leave behind
with =ix or seven months of recess lo
carry on as they liked.

The Premier: They do nat get rid of me
so easily as (hat.

Me, HOUMAN: Iy all probability the
Kindness ilie Premier bad met with from
the Opposition during the session would
lesul i to think that he should vewain,

The Prender: Da not disabuse me,

My, HOLMAN: The PPremier might be
azsured that if opporfunity were not given
tu private members to bring forward their
business a different stand wonld have to
be taken hy the Opposition, Tt was true.
as the memher for Mount Magnet said.
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that during recess private members were
nut (realed with the courtesy to which
they were entitled, Members could ajway
vt emilex and kindly nods from Minis-
ters while the House was sitring, and a
areal many requests totally ignored dur-
ing recess received  Tair  consideration
when rhe House was sitling. There were
some important matters he (Mr. Holman)
wished 1o bring Forward. and to have ihe
opportnnity of expressing lis views on
but if this wetion were carried there
wonld be no apportinity of deing so. It
would be impossible for private members
to hring anything forwnrd beeause there
was only an hour and a-half given on
private members’ day before ihe Ovders
of the Day were called on. Tt would be
better to sit four days, or even five days
a week, and do the husiness properly than
to have the rights of private members
fritterved away awl husiness carried
throngh in o slipshod manner. The result
of ecarrying on business in a slipshod
manner would mean that we would be alt
nest session dealing with amendments to
the mensures passed this session. Almost
every session bhusiness was allowed tn ac-
cumulate to the last few weeks and then
rushed through lurry-scurry: members
were practieally furced Lo allow the busi-
ness to go through in any manner the
Governmenl desired to push it on. and
the next session hronght down a erop of
amenditng measures as a gorl of pateh-
work - for the measures of (he previous
seszion, The Premier should withdraw
the motion and hving down another to
make an extra silting dav in the week.
aud instead of bringing down fresh men-
sures, as had already beeu promised. half
the Orders on the Noiice Paper should he
laken away and the rest dealt with in o
proper manner =o rhat there would he no
amendments requirerld next session,

Mr. ANGWIN  (East Fremantle) :
The Premier's motion  should not  be
adopred. If the practice of the past waz
bad there was nn reason why members
should not met rid of it as soon as pis-
sible. 1r was neeessary to have more than
vne day a fortnight to Jdeal wilh measure-
already on ihe Notice Paper introduced
hy private members. so that the Premiers
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motion might lie in abeyance for two or
three months. Tt was not compulsory to
elose down at Christmas. We kept on last
session till February, and if there was ne-
cessary business to be done there was no
reason why we should elose at Chyistmas.
No doubt, private members who had given
- notice of the measures on the Notice
Paper had done so with the idea of try-
ing; if possible, to get them placed on the
statute-book; and if they were afraid of
the hot weather and had no intention of
earrying into effect the matters of which
they had given notice one eounld under-
stand their support {o the motion; but if
members were earnest in their desire to
amend various Acts of Parliament and
grant the rvelief their measures, if passed,
would apparently afford, there was no
necessity for them to run away, even if
we should have a little warm weather.
Members should consider the business of
the eountry before their own pleasures.
Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margavet) : The
Premier, in submitting the motion, gave
as a reason for taking away privale
membevs’ day, that there was a denl of
legislation on the Notice Paper, and that
the Clovernment infended t¢ bring down
many more Bills. Look at the magni-
tude of the measuves now under diseus-
sion! Afier the Estimates, which had
only just been started, there was lue
Metropolitan Water Supply, Seweraye,
and Drainage Bill only in the Commitiec
stage. Wifh regard to this measure the
Minister for Works would recoguise that
it would be a difficult task Lo mounld it
jn accordance with- the wishes of mem-
bers. Following that, came ihe Lieens-
ing Bill, and assuredly the Attorncy
Qeneral would not treat that measure in
anything approaching a light spirir.
Then there was the Health Bill ounly in
the second reading stage. The two lasl-
named measures were sufficient in them-
selves to form the work of a session,
that was providing there was an earnest
desive on the part of the Government to
put them on the statute-book hefore
Parliament rose. The consideration of
these Bills would take the House almust
up to Christmas, without touching the
Estimates or the oft-promised alteratiom
of the Constitution Act. Instead of Lhe
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Premier loading the Notice Paper wilh
Lresh Bills he should get to work aud
clear off same of (hose bow before mam-
bers. The (iovernment must recognize
that during this session there had been
a greal desive on the part of membws
to gel on with work. The Address-in-
Reply had crealed no diseussion, while
the dchate on the first line of the Esfi-
inates eonsisted of but two speaches,
Such a thing as that had never happened
before in the Parliament of Westorn
Australia. Notwithstanding these facts
the Government now desired to curtail
the opportunities of private members.
Of eourse the Government desired to get
through business and into recess, but
private members should net allow their
privileges to be iaken away in the man-
ner suggested by the motion. The pru-
posal made by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was well worth eonsideraiion, as
there was no reason why ithe House
should not sit ancther day a week and
allow private members to eontinue hav-
ing Wednesdays for bringing forward
motions and Bills. In that morning's
paper he had rvead of a meeting at whieh
supporters of the Government had ques-
tioned the right of a private member (o
hring down a Bill. That was ridieulous.
Was a certain small section of the com-
munity to dictate to Parliament as in
the privileges of private members? Not
only (hat, but some small section of the
community even went so far as to ques-
tion the hackbone of the Premier aud
his supporters, and abused them at a
meeling of citizens held at the DPalase
Hotel. He intended to move an amend-
ment  whereby the Government wounld
have three davs a week for their busi-
ness, and members would still retaiw
Wednesday as private members’ day. If
we sat for four days a week then the
business should 'be able to be complered
within a week of Christmas. JIr was
douhtfal whether, if the Premier desived
to fill the Notice Paper as was indieat:d,
and Parliament sat only three days a
week, we wounld rise hefore March, Ma
moved an amendment—
That all lhe words after “on” in
line 1 be struck out, and “Friday the
Zind October, and on every Friday



['» OcToner, 1909.]

iveveajter tite Iouse shall meet for the
despateh of business at 4.30 pm. and
shall sit until 6.15 p.m., if necessary.
and if requived, from 730 pm. on-
words” be inserled m liew.

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment wzxs
et 1o order as the Sessional Order fixing
the day on which the House should meet
was nol befure wembers. The guesiion
now was whether on Wednesday the
20th of Ociober. aund on every alternate
Wednesday |hereafler, Government husi-
ness should take precedence. The ameni-
ment needed alieving slightfly.

Mr. TAYLOR: The amendment sug-
gesied striking our the whole of (he Pre-
micr’s moiton with the exception of the
first two words, and did net  seck lo
amend a Seszional Order already passed.

Mr. BATH: When the Premier asked,
as he did. for an extra sitting he did net
amend a previous Sessional Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment suy-
resled by the member for Mount Mar-
garel was an amendment of a Sessional
Order already passed this Session,

Mr. TAYLOR: The position would Ix
met if he added certain words o his
amendment. He would therefore with-
draw ihe previous amendment and sut-
mit the followine—

That all the words affer “on™ in line

I be strucl oud, and “Friday the 22nd

October, and on every Friday thereafter

the House shall meel for the despateh

of business al 130 pom., and shall sit
wntit 615 pom., if necessary, gud if re-
gqutred, from 730 p.m. onwards, in ad-
dition to the aays already provided by

Nessiondl Orders,” be inserted in leu.

Mr. SPEAKFER: That would meet ine
LaH BT L

The PREMIER: The amendment al-
terad the Sessiomal Orders: was H not
nevessary. therefore, that notice of motion
should he given of any such propused
alteration?

Mr. SPEAKER: An amendment could
he moved 1o the motion. provided thar
it was in order.

The PREMIER: In 1906 a motion was
muoved to the effect that for the remain-
der of ihe session the House should meet
for the despateh of business on Tues-
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days, Wednesdays, Uhursdays, and Fri-
days from 3 o’clock until 630, and if
requisite from 7.30 onwards. That mo-
tion was moved after due notice had
been given.

Alr. SPEAKRER: If the hon. member
desired fto 1nave the amendment. he
could give notice of it for the following
day. In its present form it could not
be accepied beeause it proposed to alfer
a Sessional Order which had already heen
passed.

Mr. TAYLOR: The last paragraph of
the amendment it was propused to move,
would get over all diffienlties.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
evuld give notice to move it in the form
of & motion on the next day.

Mr. TAYLOR: What would be the
position with reference to the motion
before the Honse?

Mr. SPEAKER: I[ lhe amendment
were passed it would interfeve with the
Sesziong]l Orders that had already been
agreed to by the House.

Mr. Batlh: The motion whiel the Pre-

mier had moved alse interfered with
the Sessional Order.
The FPREMIER: Bui notice of the

nolion had been given. The member for
Mounl Margarct could give notiee of his
intention to move on another day that
the House should zit on Friday.

My, TAYLOR: Was it not comprtent
when a motion had been moved for a
member to rise in the ordinary way and
propose an amendment to that motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: In eonnection with
the matter under discussion there were
two <sparate motions whiel were passed
on the 30th July last relating to the sit-
ting davs and hours, and the member
fuvr Mount Margaret now proposed 1o
amend one of those motions, whieh was
nal at present hefore the Honse.

Mr. TAYLOR : Was it understood ithat
the Premier had given notiee in a pro-
per manner to antend a Sessional Order?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.

Mr. TAYLOR: Would not an hon.
member then be in order in moving an
amendment to that motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: The lhon. member’s
amendment would nat touch the Sessinn-
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.al Order that the Tremier was amend-
ing.

Mr. TAYLOR: The last paragraph
added af Mr. Speaker’s request would
overcome the difficulty.

My, SPEAKRER: The hon. member’s
amendment was not strictly in order.

Mr. TAYLOR: Therc was no inten-
tion to touch any of the Standing Orders
or the Sessional Orders in the amend-
ment. He was endeavonring to move an
amendment without having any cognis-
ance of any Sessional Order in existence.
The Premier had put forward a notice
.of motion in the same form, and no men-
tion had been made of any Sessional
Order. The object of the amendment
was to add another sitting day.

Mr. Seaddan: The hon, member could
wive notice.

My. TAYLOR : There was no necessity
to give notice. The Premier made neo
reference o any Sessional Orders when
moving the motion, and the amendment
was enually silent as far as the Ses-
sional Orders passed in the earlier part
of the session were concerned,

Mr. SPEAKER: If {he hon. member
would wait a few moments he would
endeavour to have the amendment word-
ed in sueh a form as would make it con-
form to the practice of the House.

Mr. TAYLOR: The poini had been
raised by Mr. Speaker that the amend-
ment was not in order as it purported to
Opdor

Qamatanal
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notice had been given of the amendment.
In his (Myr. Taylor’s) opinion, neither
the Premier’s motion nor the amendment
indicated any connection with the Ses-
sional Order referred to, The amend-
went was relevant.  The Premier de-
sired to take away private members’ day
while he (Mr. Taylor) desired to retain
it, and in retaining it to give the Gov-
ernment an extra dav. in each week.
Even if the amendment were out of
order il was so relevant to the Premier’s
molion that it was eompetent for the
House to aecept it. To give notice of
the amendment would be to lose the op-
pertunity, which wonld pass with the
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passing of the Preroier’s motion. He

moved a8 an amendment—

“That ail the words after ‘That’ be
struck oul and the following inseried in
Heu:—""0n [riday, 22nd October, und
on ecery Friday thereafter the House
shall meel for the despaich of busindss
at .30 p.m. and shall sit until 6.15 p.m.
if necessury, und if reguisite from 7.30
poa, omwards, in addition 1o the days
already provided by Sessional Orders.”

Mr. SPEAKER : I'he amendment eould
not be aceepted inasmwuch as it purposed
to amend a Sessional Order, and no notice
of sueh amendment had been given. On
IPriday, 30th July. on wotion by the Pre-
mier, it had been ordered that the House
should meet for the despateh of business
v Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thurs-
days. I[mmediately afterwards, on moiion
by the Premier, it had heen ordered that
on Tuesdays and Thursdays Government
business should take precedence of all
moftions and Orders of the Day. Now,
in aceordance with notice given, the Pre-
mier had moved te amend that latter
Sessional Order. Consequently, the motion
was entirely in order, whereas the amend-
ment purposed to amend the earlier Ses-
sional Ovder, whieh was not a subject be-
fore the House, and in respeet of which
no notice of amendment had been given.

My. Taylor: Then you yule the amend-
ment out of order?

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot do otherwise.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe}: To allow
the member for Mount Margavet an op-
portunity of giving notice of the amend-
ment, he movel—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

The PREMIER (in reply): Ii was ve-
cogniged that it would be necessary, later
in the seszion, 1o meet on Fridays.

Mr. Bath: That will not give us pri-
vate membeis’ day.

The PREMIER: In 1906 the House
had first met on Fridavs on the 27th No-
vember. Hon. members wonld gel due
opportunity of hringing forward any-
thing of an important charaeter on
the days nllotted. For instance, the
member for Dundas wounld. this week,
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have an opporiunity of discussing a mat-
ter in which he was very much interested.

Me. Jolmson: Will vou treat us all
alike?
The PREMIER: There were several

iatters which hon, members were just as
anxions to see passed as were the Govern-
ment, awl he hoped that, Iater on, they
waould take nceasion to give approval to
a motion sent down from another place,
providing thar measures lapsing in one
ses=ion wight be taken ap in the next at
the stage at whiel they had been dropped.
There et been no session. 56 far as he
knew. m which Government weasures had
heen  Drought  down su early. Privale
members had had very mood opportunities.
Two or three of their weasures had al-
ready received approval in the House.
1t was neeessary now that further op-
portunity shiould he taken for diseussing
meazures  outlined hy the {Government.
Sewe hon, members opposite would be the
first to 1wil the Government if the Bill
amemnding  the Constituiion  were noi
brought down. THe would he prepared io
ccongider the proposal of the Leader of
the Oppwsition later in the session.

Guestion put, and a division taken with
the fullowing rexult:—

Aves e o2
Noex .. . o8
Majority  For R
AYLS,
Mr. Browp Alr. Male
Mr. Dutcher Mr, Miteheli
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Daglish Mr. N. .J. Moore
Mr. Davies Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr. Xansoun
Mr. Fuulkes Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gregory Mr. J. Price
Mr. Havdwick Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hayward Mr. Goidon
Mr. Jacoby (Feliery,
Mr. Layman
NoEs.

My, Aogwin Mr. McDowall
Mr, Bath Mr, O’Loghlen
Mr. Bolton Mr., Scaldan
Mr. Collier Mr. Swan
M. GUL Mr. Taylor
Mr. Heltmann Mt. Walker
Mr, Holman Mr. Ware
Mr. Horan Mr. A, A Wilso-
Mr. Hudson Mr. Troy
Mr. Johason (Teller).

Question thus passed.
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BILL—COOLGARDIE RECREATION
RESERVE REVESTMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted io
the Legislative Couneil.

NOTICE PAPER ALTERED.

Mr. HEITMANN: The Notice Paper
lald hefore members was not the same
as that exhibited in the corridor. It was
uwsual for members to telephone during
the morning to ascertain what was the-
business for the siiling, and when they
came to fhe House they found that the
Notiee Paper was altogether different.
There was, al least, one memher who was
absent to-day who would have been pre-
senf had he known other business had
been pwt forward to that which appeared
nt the Notice Paper exhibiled in the
corridor,

Mr. JOHNSON: Members made il a
huhit of asrertaining by means of the tele-
phone duaring the morning the husiness
tor ihe day. and then made their necessary
arrangementis,  According to the Nofice
Paper at kst civenlated one concluded
that fhe House would not gei past the
Estimales al ihiz silting, bui on eoming
to the TTouse it was found that there was
the Agriculiural Bank Aet Amendment
Bill, wilh other business put before the
lstimates. 1t was probably owing to a
mistake, but it would he as well if the
Notice Paper posted in the evrridor, and
from which members got the information,
was the only nne for the bhosiness of the
day.

The PREMIER: 1f there was any
fault in eonneetion with the matter he
was the culprit. through having jeft on
ibe Friday withont fixing uwp the Notice
Paper. Being anxions (o have several
small Billz passed on to lhe Legislaiive
Counei! as early as possible he had yesler-
day requested to alter the Notice Paper
so that this might be done, and several
small Bills were put in fronr of the Esti-
mates.  He had thoueht that the altered
Notice Puaper wounld have heen priuted
hefore to-day.
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BILIL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACYT
AMEXNDMENT.

tn Committee,

My, Daglish in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in eharge of the Bill.

Clause I-—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Amendwent of No. 15 of
1906, Section 10: _

Mr. ANGWIN: This clause proposed
to increase the fees of the trustees from
two guineas to three guineas per sitling,
but the remuneration paid to some of the
directors of banks doing far more work
than the irustees of the Agrieultural Bank
weve called upon to (@0 averaged only two
guineaz.  Members should vole agminst
the clanse and leave the fees paid 1o the
trusiees as they were at present.

The MINISTER FOR LANXDS: The
directors of hanks received more fhan 150
guineas a year, the snm now proposed to
be paid to the trostees of the Agrieultural
Bank, and they received the money
whether they attended or not, whereas
the trustees of the Agricultural Bank were
to be paid only for attendance, and they
were required to work longer hours than
ordinary bank directors. In addition to
this the trustees of the Agricultural Bank
lived in the country, because it was an ad-
vantage to those deoing business with the
bank to have practical farmers as tns-
tees. The present frustees were Mr. Cook
of Northam, who Iost two days every time
he atiended a meeting of the trustees, and
Mr. Richardson of Se:pentine, and their

[ a\
assistance in the conirs! of the bank was

most valuable. No bank directors did
similar work, nor interested themselves in
such small matters as the trustees were
called npon to manage.

Mr, Scaddan:
passes?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Mr. Scaddan: Aud are their expenses
paid ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yo,
They were expected to visit agriealtural
centres. Mr. Cook had visited most of
the agricultural distriets.

My, Scaddan:
penses for that?

Are they provided with

Does he get any ex-

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Xo:
and no fees. The trustees had not asked
for any increase. They were well ealeu-
lated to do the right thing by the thous-
ands of applications for assistance from
the bank. They would have to person-
ally inspecl speeimens of machinery to
he submitted by agrieultural implewent
makers. Their dulies were more than
simply attending buard meetings once a
weelt, and they weve only paid when they
actually attended.

Mr, BATH: We had also o eonsider
whether ‘the expeviment of appoiniing
trustees had bheen justified. Had it
brought about any superior work than
was performed by Mr. Paterson? It

not, there wus ne Jjustifieation for the
inereased expendiinre.
Mr. JACOBY: I the full respousi-

bility for the mouagetnent of the bauk
were placed on the shonlders of the trus-
Lees, perhaps there would he some justi-
fieation for an incrense, but largely the
hank was still under Ministerial eon-
trol.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. JACOBY : And what the Minister
left undone was done entirely by Mr.
Paterson, the present manager. We
should put. the bank absolutely under
the frustees, and remove i from Minis-
terial control; but at present the powers
of the trustees were considerably ecur-
tailed. The trustees were brustees only
in nawe, and had not che same powers
of management over the institution as
were exercised by the divectors of ordin-
iy bauhs, o East Fro-

mi, . snlen £
¢ TEmNer 1017 54650 f
mantle was probably neaver

the mark
1 saying that the fees paid to the divee-
tors of banks averaged about two guineas
a board meeting, The present time was
inepportune for making any inerease.
Tntil we were prepared to give the neces-
sary increments to all the eivil servanis
we should not increase them o any par-
ticular persons serving the State.

Mr. TAYLOR: The proposal to in-
crease the fees of {he trustees from two
guineas to three guineas was one which
should never have emanaied from the
Government, seeing that Ministers were
zoing about the country referring to the
stringency of the finances, refusing locul
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cneinls of all desceripitons, deny-
ing to the people ihose services whieh
they shonld receive, and preventing the
lower paid portion of the eivil servants
from getting the salaries they deserved.
The amendment was one which shonld
receive the marked protest of every mem-
ber, irrespective of party. The fee of
twao gnineas a sitting whieh the trustees
received at present was ample, cousid-
ering the fact that thev spent but a
short timie each week al ihelr duties.
and that there were other concessions
granted.  Hor instance. they received a
Tree pass on the railways,  He would
like to koew from the Mimister whether
under that pass the frustees eould go
all over the railway system, or was the
privilege resiricted to the railway linc
hetween (heir homes and the Citv?

The Minister for Lands: The trustees
received a free pass over the railwavs
that eauld be used at any time.

Mr. TAYLOR: The value of that con-
cession was very considerable, and, in
fact, sceing that the ilrustees had free
passes over all railway lines, they would
really be well paid for their work on
behalf of the bank if they rveceived a
fee of one guinea a week instead of two

guineas  ax  at present. and three
¢guineas as  sugeested.  Probably  the
meetings of the trustees never lasted
for lomger  than from  two  Lours
to five lours, and eerviainly never
veeupied as mueh  as  cizht  hours.

These meecrings could unly be held once
a week. However. the fee of two guineas
for. =ay. three or four hours work was 2
very goonl renmmerztion. The loeal gov-
erning bodies were all heing starved by
the Government. the people were heing
harassed nol anly by direet taxation, buot
also Dy inddireel taxation. due to the faet
thar the Governmenl were now paving out
of loan moneys for many  works that
shonld be auried ort with revenue: yet.
in view ol these need-, an effort was now
heing made to inercase the fees of the
trusteex. Tt waz doehiful. atter all. whe-
ther the bank had weofited much by the
instituiion of the Lru-teeships. [t was due
to the vigilanee, the experience, and the
greai general knowledge of the present
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manager of the bank that the operations
of the institution had proved so snccess-
ful in the past. And even at the present
time the trustees were assuredly largely
zuided in all their duties by the wisdom
of the manager, [f the trustees were re-
moved the bank would not perform iis
functions one iota less suceessfully than
it did at present. 1t was really nothing
more than eheek on the part of the Gov-
ernment to hring forward the proposal.

The Minister for Waorks: That s an
objeetionable lerm.

Mr. TAYLOR: If it were objeetion-
able be would withdraw it. Evidently it
was thought that a man who eould prove
himself to bhe very useful at election time
on belkalf of 4 member of the Govern-
ment was well worth an extra gninca a
week ns trustee of the Savings Bank. Let
this position be considered. Tf he were a
strugeling tarmer in the Northam dis-
triet. and a trustee of the bank, who
would have the duty of justifying or
denyingr an application for 2 lean made
by him to fhe.bank, were an active sup-
porter of ifie Government ecandidate in
an eleetion for the dislriet then he (Mr.
Taylor) would iake very good eare not to
impress his uopinion upou the publie in
that distrief, shonld he eonsider that the
apponent to the Minisier was the man
who should be elected. Tn politieal con-
tests when feeling ran high, and a man
was prepared to get a black eye for his
candidate, that man would he quite pre-
pared to repori unfavourably an an ap-
plication for a loan by one who was not
a supperter of thai eandidafe.

ALr. Monger: That is hardly fair eom-
ment.

The CHATRMAN: The member was
transgressing somewhat ax the ¢uestion
under consideration was Clause 2.

Mr. TAYLOR: The clause was a bad
one and should not be agreed to.  So
strongly was he of that opinion that he
intended ta divide the House npon il. The
question should be looked at from econo-
mie lines, and quite irrespective of party
feeting.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
p.an.)
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Mr. ANGWIN : The Minister for Lands
had stated thal the amounts given as be-
ing the tees paid by private banking in-
stitutions were not corveet. The informa-
tion whieh had heen given {e ihe Com-
mittee had heen supplied by a bank diree-
tor in Perth. There was a possibility
therefore of the Minister being wrong
with regard to this question. The Minis-
ier had sinee told {he Committee—a faet
that menthers were not aware of hefore—
that in addition te these fees of {wo
guineas the trustees of the hank were also
given a free pass over the railways. That
in itgelf must he considered of sume value
to the trustees. Those passes wounld enable
them to iravel throughoui the State when
carrying on their own private husiness.
Under =uch conditions therefore members
would he protecting the best iutevests of
the State if they allowed the Aet iostand
as it was as far as the fees were con-
cerned. As a rule, however, he did not carve
ahout advocating under-payments, hut
when all the cirenmstances were realised
ihe Minister was not justified in asking
hon, members lo inerease the amount of
the fees. It was surprising that the Min-
ister should introduee this question of in-
crease, wore especially at  the present
Juneture  when lie was economising in
every direction. The member for Swan
had pointed out that the responsibility
which regted on the trustees was very
small, and that the principal person we
had to rely upon was the manager of the
hauk, Mr. Paterson, in whom every mem-
ber had the utmost confidence, No doubt
Mr, DPaterson prefervad v have tristees
to assist him in the eonsideration of the
various questions trat were placed before
Lim, vet, al the same time, the fee of two
euineas together with a free pass over the
railways shonld be suflicient recompense
to those gentlemen who held the positions.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Wiih
reference to the free passes given to the
trustees of the bank, it was necessary that
these gentlemen should have them in order
that they might be able {o attend to their
work ithroughout the couniry. The Com-
mittee had heen asked to consider the
question of the increase, beeanse it was
helieved to be right that the inecrease
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should be given. Seetion 5 of the Act of
1906 stipulated that the Aet should be ad-
ministered by three rrusiees to bhe ap-
pointed from {ime to time. These trustecs
had ‘the same responsibilities as diveclors
of an ordinary hank, and with regard to
the payments made to the latter the mewm-
ber for East Fremantle was vight in the
information he had given to the Hounse.
The trustees of {he Agrienltural Bank
were called upon to administer an Aet
which provided for advances heing given
totalling £2,000,000, and when thai faet
was taken inta cousideration it would he
admilted thai ihe fees they were paid
were not large. The sum of three guineas
would he quife low enungh,  The dulies
took up a considerable amount of fime.
and so far all of the hrustees had lost hy
the iransaciion.

My, Iudson: In ihe Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage Bill it is
provided thal the fees shall he only two
guineas per sifting, or £100 per annum.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: The
trustees of the Agricultural Bank, how-
ever, had te deal with the lending of
money in  small  sums  ageregating
£2,000,000. Under the old syvsiem there
were many delays and {he whole matter
rested with the present managing trus-
tee, Mr. Patersen. The appointment of
additional trustees had obviated 2l
trouble. People who weni to the bank
now were satisfied with the freatment
they reeceived. The trustees gave up a
considerable amount of time to the work
of the bank, and it was necessary that
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In doing this they allowed clients to in-
terview them everywhere, and did a con-
siderable amount of good. Hon. mem-
hers should realise the serlous responsi-
hiliLy east upon these gentlemen anid
agree To the Increased remuneration.
Mr. TROY : The proposal to raise .he
fees would not reeeive his support. Tt
would be introduecing a had principle to
increase the fees and encourage the
system koown elesewheve as  ffguinea
pigs.”’ If these people were depending
upon the Agricultural Bank for thair
livelihood they should he paid a decenr
salary, but they were giving their ser-
vices in an honorary capaeity, and if we
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paid them for  thase  services, thyee
suineas per sittivg. that pavment would
be regarded as substaniial remuneration.
Members were told that the 1rusices
dealt with loans aggregaiing £2.000.004,
but members of Parliament were dealing
wilth  sums  of money amounting 1o
10,000,000, and they did nor ask three
raineas a sitting, neither did they get it
H we were to believe that these trustees
should he paid aceording to their respon-
sibilities, we could compare them with
others vceapying similar positions, or
positions of greater responsibility, and
then see whether or not they were beiag
paid a high fee. With rezard o the
Fremantle Harbony Trust, the members
of that body who had duties thrust on
them which were as onerous and respon-
sible as these of the Agrieullural Bank,
received nn greater fee than £2 2s. per
silling.

Mr. Collier: That is touo mueh.

Mr. TROY: That might be the ease,
hut the members of the itrust devoted
as much time to their work as the
trustees of the Agricultural Bank did 1o
their duaties, and again the trustees £
the Bank had the additional advantags
over the members of the ¥Fremantle Hai-
hour Trust of having a free pass over
the railways, and this free pass (o pes-
ple engaged in business on their own be-
half was a substantial advantage indeed.
There was uo desire to diseuss any of
these  gentlemen pevsonally, but one
could mention Mr. Cook, whe was a large
farmer. and no Aoubt a capable mon,
who was interested in business fransac-
tions, interested in market sales and so
forth, and that pass he possessed gave
him a tremendous advantage with recard
to his business. Then ngain as a trustee
of the Agrieuliural Bank he held a posi-
tion of great importance in the farming
community, and no matter how fair or
honourable he might be. and members
would believe that all the irustees were
henourable men, that position wonld be
hound to have a eertain amount of influ-
enee with the people who carried on an

sceupation which demanded assistance
from the Agrieultural Bank. It would

be foolish to deny this, beeause we had
a knowledge of what the people outside
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believed were the powers of a member
of Parliament, and unfortunately they
could noi he relieved of that impression,
Many advamtages acerned fo the position
of trustee of the bank, and, taking inio
consideration the small amount of work
these  gontleimen  had  to do—merely
avreeing to what Mr, Patersun advised—
ir had o he admitied that they were
alrewdy well pand.

Me, JOHNSON: IF it eould be con-
sistently done. he would be pleased fo
support  the amendment. There were
hondreds of employees of the Siate who
were nol receiving the salavies they we*a
entitled to, simply because the public
finances would not permit of it; yet, in
spite of this, the Minisier had expressed
A desire to increase Lhe fees of Lhe trus
tees of the Agricultural Bank, merely on
the ground thai the irustees were en-
titled to such increase. However, secinZ
that the diveclors of the Western Aus-
ralian Bank received only iwo guineas
per sitting, or £156 per aunum, why
should higher fees be paid to the gentie-
men  admimslering  the  Ageieultural
Bank Act? Swrely it wounld not he
urged that the responsibility was greater,
or even as great as that in connection
with an institution like the Wesiern
Australian Bank ! s the Minister
had stated, these trustces went around
the countrv: but so did members of
Parliament who had to de it on
a totally inadequate remuneration. The
trustees had uot asked for ihe in-
rrease, nor were fheir private eirenm-
stances ab all en a par with those
of the hundreds of civil servants who
were being paid less than they were en-
titled to.

Mr. GORDOXN: 1t was seavcely fair
to cumpare the posilions of the trustecs
of the Agricultural Bank with those of
the direetors of the Western Australian
Bank. or similar institutions. To hezin
with. nearly all the diveciovships in rhe
Citv were filled by men living in fhe
City, whereas Lhe trustees of the Agri-
caltural Bank were of the agricultural
community, and had {fo eome. one from
Northain and the ather from near Pin-
jarra.  Cousequently, to attend a meet-
ing meant. for them, practically three
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days away from home. Moreover, a spe-
cial knowledge was requived of them !o
du ihe business of the bank. It had been
urged that in these days of retrenchmeni
the State could not afferd to pay the
extra guinea, but ¥ was to be remewm-
bered that the extra money would not
come out of the Treasury at all, but
would be provided from the bank’y
Tunda.

Mr. Taylor: The Government are res-
ponsible for the money. .

Mr. GORDOX: But the bank would
have to pay its way, and in the event of
its failing to do this a higher rate of in-
tevest would be charged agaiust borvow-
ers. If the present trustees were to re-
sign it would be diffiecult to AIL  their
places with men of equal ahility.

Mr. FOULKES: Suaeh positions as
ihose under review involved the appnint-
ment of men who were not resident in
the district in whieh ihe bank was
sitnated. In other words, they were re-
quired to have a practieal knowledge of
agrienltural pursuits, whieh of necessity
implied a residence in eountry districis.
Reeause of this. every time ihey had to
conie to Perth it wonld cost them, in pec-
sonal expenses alone, something like £1
a dav. The iwo gentlemen holding tlhe
positions at preseni were leaders of the
agrienlfural industry: he veferred morve
paritcularly to Mr. A. R. Richardson.
Tt was quite eertain thai hoth gentle-
micn losi money by their posilions as
irustees every time they had to eome to
the City on the hank’s business,
Tt was probably lhe great inferest Mr.
Richardson iovk
velopment of the State that induced him
tu aecept the posilion of frusiee.  One
could not understand the atlitude of the
member for Mount Mavparet. When 1t
was a question of paying £30 to each
wember of the useless board contrelling
the barhour works at Bunbnry, the hon.
metnher rave support to the Government:
bur that cost the Staie £300 a year, whily
this Bill merely proposed an increage of
£100 a year. No doubt there was need
for econonmy, and it was true that we were
refvaining from paying monevs due to
eivil servants, but if we passed this in-
erease for the trustees of the Agrieuliural
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Bank it would be an excellent argument
to advance in urging the payment of in-
cremients in the public service. We shounid
waintain the prineiple that employees of
the State should he paid a fair and just
vemuneration.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
might be inelined to he “penny wise and
pound foolish” in o matter of this sork,
because on any transaction it might easily
happen thal unless we had the best advice
possible we might lose a sum of mouey
many times greater than the small in-
creased expendifuve proposed by the
clause. As pointed out, this inerease
nmeant no additionad expenditure from
revenue, hecause the Bank paid its own,
way, and no person running a bank would
ohject to a small additional expenditure,
it assured it gave additional security in
dealing with the many advances sanetion-
ed. The Agrieultural Bank was a grow-
g institntion, and its transactions were
on a much larger seale to-day than they
were a few years ago. Certainly the use-
fulness of the hank had been increased
by the appointmeni of these trustees.
There was a time when in ihe northerly
part of the South-Western Division there
was a considerable amount of dissatisfae-
tion at the bank. It was believed that
the agricuiturists in-that part were not
receiving the amount of assistance to
which they were entitled. This was pro-
hably owing to the great hulk of the work
having to fall on the one trustee, it heing
impossible for that gentleman to make
himself snfficiently acquainted with the
agvienltnral developmeni in all parts of
the division, but sinee the additional trus-
tees had been appeinted a good deal of
the dissatisfaction iv the North had dis-
appeared, tlis heing largely due to the
fact that one of the trustees. some months
ago, had spent a fortnight in making him-
sell’ acyuainted witl the district at a eon-
siderahle amount of trouhle and, no donh,
expense to himzell,  When we lad these
trustees devoting Lhemselves unstintingly
ta the serviees of the institution if was
verging on parsimony io demand {hat they
shonld not receive a maximum salary of
150 guineas a year. To pay them three
gnineas a sitting did nol meaa that the
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maximum would be reachad, A any rate
the payment of {hree guineas a silting did
not work out at more than a guinea a day
hecanse of the eonsiderable distance the
trustees had to travel from fheir humes
10 Perth, The sacritice of iime was not
merely that oecupied in attending a meet-
ing, as there was a gouod deal of wok
done in addition. The trustees frequently
travelled about the country and did not
hesitate, if occasion arose, to inspect pro-
pertics on which advances were sought.
Taking the whole of the work done by
the trustees the paymeni was on. the most
moderate scale, and members should not
allow themselves to be carred away by
false analogies between the trustees und
other persons who were, perhaps, not re-
celving what they should receive and what
we wonld like them to receive. Members
should not wo beyond the trustees and the
duties the trustees performed, and should
not penalise the {rustees becanse, in their
opinion.other persons were not receiving as
mueh reward as we would like them to get.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: In
order to give time for the consideration
of the arguments advanced by hon. mem-
hers, he moved—

Thal progress be reported.

Motion put and a divigion taken with

the Eollowing result:-~

Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hayward

Ayes .. .. o2
Noes .. .. L. 20
Majority for
AYEE.
Mr. Butcher . N1 Micehell
Mr. Cowcher l' Mr. Monger
Alr. Davies | Mr. N. I Moore
Mr. Drraper t Mr. S. F. Muore
AMr. Foulkes | Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gordon ‘ Mr. Oshorn
Mr. Gregory { Mr. L. Price
[

Mr. Quinlan
Mr, F. Wilsan

Mr. Jacohby Mr. Layman

Mr. Male (Teiler).
NoCs.

Mr. Angwin 'oMr. W, Price

Mr. Bath Mr. Seaddan

Mr. Balion ' Mr. Swan

Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor

Mr. il Mr. Underwood

AMr. Heltmann Mr. Walker

Mr. Holntan Mr. Ware

Mr. Hudso~ Mr. A. A, Wil-on

Mr. Johnuer Mr. Troy

Mr. McDowall {Telier)

Mr. O’Lagblen
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Motion thus passed.

Mr. HOLMAN: There were uvuly 20
members voting for ihe “Axes,” would a
recount be allowed.

The CHALRMAN: No point of order
hiad been raised hy (he hon. menber, The
division signed by the iellers had heen
handed io aud st he nccepred. wnless
the member could convinee him he was
wrong,

Me JOHNSON: Ou oa puint of order
was Mr. Speaker voting in the division,
and could he do so From the seal he oeen-
pied behint the Clair? )

The CHAIRMAN: Any ntember sitling
to the righi or left of the Speaker or
Chairman must be recorded as vofing, so
long as he was in the Chamber, 'Thal was
all that was necessary.

Progress reported.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES RE-
DEDICATION (Ne. 1).
Second Reading,

“'The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
in moving the second reading said: This
is a Bill to enable the purpose of certain
resecves o be changed. It has been in-

troduced to allow room for the ex-
pansion  of the Children’s Hospital
vrounds in  order tn permit of n-
fectious cases being dealt with thece.
At the present time a certain  por-

tion of a reserve 1s dedieated to
the purposes of the Seventh Day Ad-
ventists. This land forms a triangle and
was given to the religious body by Act
of Parliament passed last year., It is
now desired that the land should be
transferred io the Children’s Hospital
eommiitee, and the Seventh Dayv Adven-
tisls have inlimated their willingness to
make the fransfer, provided Lhat they
are giveu suffieient land elsewhece to en-
able them fto erect a church. The area
eranted is 1 rood in exteni. having a
frantage of 223 links 1o Thomas-street,
and the area now proposed to be granted
to the Seventh Day Adventists in lien
of the block they are transferring has
a frontaze of 803 links to Hav-street
with a depth of 209.7 links. The ac-
rangement as to the transfer was en-
tered inlo beiween the Hospital comemit-
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tee and the Sevenih Day Adventists, sub-
ject of course to Parliamentary appro-
val. The members of the Adventists
community considered that with a front-
age of 33 feet they would be able to
ereet a place of worship with a certain
vight-of-way on one side. Tt is provided
in the Bill that the Government should
hand over to the Children’s Hospital
committee the friangular bloek origin-
aily held by the religious body. Should
Parliament approve of the transfer, the
Children’s Hospital commitiee will be
able to evect an infectious diseases ward
at some distance from the existing build-
ing, while at the same time the relig-
ious body will be amply satisfied.

Mr. Taylor: Will the church be in the
same area?

The PREMIER: Yes. the new grvant
they are getring is on  Reserve 3078
There is a frontage of 329 links between
the Sevenih Day Adventists’ land and
the eastern boundary of the reserve. In
making this proposal to members T can
assure them that the Children’s Hospitul
commitice ave well worthy of support.
The institublon is practically self-sup-
porting, and the Iadies and gentlemen
assoetated with the movement have given
every indication that they are a live
bady and ave prepared to do all thev
possibly ean 1o make the institution self-

supporting.
Mr. Baill: What is the present pur-
puse of Keserve 30787

The PREMIFR: Publie buildingz, Ti
faces Thomas and Hay-sireets.

My, Bath: Was not that set apavt for
the Technical Sehool?

The PREMIER: Nu, the bhloek ser
apart for that purpose was on the other
side of Mueller-road. The plan which [
will put on the Table for the henefit of
members shows the vavious blocks and
marks the portion whieh is to be trans-
forved by the Seventh Day Adventists
to the Childven’s Heospital commitiee,
Tt will be seen clearly from the map
tlat with the transfer convenient pro-
vision will he able (¢ be made by the
Children’s Hospital committee for i
inlections diseases ward.

Mr. Taylor: You are giving the
Heventh Day Adventists a  Hav-street

[ASSEMBLY.]

frontnge in place of a Thomas-street
frontage.

The PREMIER: Yes, the frontage to
Hay-street will be 80.3 links as against
a frontage of 220 links to Thomas-slveel.

Mr. Taylor: Ave vou giving them a
Ltrger area?

The PREMIER: Yes, 1 rood 12 per-
ches as agaiust 1 vood. The frontage of
the new avea is ifhe more valuahle
of the two. Since the Children’s
Hospital has Dbeen started about 100
jv-patients and 36 oui-patients lhave

been freated.  The aliendances and
re-attendances numbered at the time
the figures were given to me 1,700
ehildyen. T understand that  ihe

result of the treatment of the children
has been a considevable relief to the
Perth Hospital. I do not knoew that I
can give members anv further informa-
tion, but if it is thought ft, the debale
will he adjourned so that members can
see the plan which 1 will table. I beg
to move—

Phat the Bill be wouw vead o« second

time.

Mr. DAGLISH (Sabiaeo): 1In sup-
porting the second reading of the Bill
I would only like to sav that the Seventh
Day Adventists are not anxions for this
change at all, and have agreed to it in
order to enable the Children’s Hospital
committee more efficiently 1o earry out
the work of that institubion.  That
veligious body agreed somewhal reluct-

anlly to the exchange. Although the
land proposed te he given to them

in exchange 18 commereially more valu-
able than the sile granted by Tar-
liament they are being pgiven uo
advantage by baving the new siie for
church puarposes as against the one prev-
iously eonferred upon them. From the
chureh puint of view the old site would
he even hetier than the present one, I
nierely poini this ot to show that the Bill
does ot aim o mive something fo this re-
ligious denomination whiel they do not
Possess.

Mr. Seaddan: 1s it desivable thiat the
chureh should be near the hospital ?

Mr. DAGLISH: | de wot ihink any
annoyanee will he caused, The Methodist
building site is elose 1o il. The member
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need not he alarwed that ike bealth of
the attendants al the ehureh will suffer
from ihe proximity to the hospital. The
provisions in the Bill are fairly reasou-
able, and will he advantageons. T know
from personal knowledee, to the maname-
ment of the Children's Hospital.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Alv. Daglish in the Chair; the Premier
in c¢harge of the Bill.

Clauses | to ¥ —agreed to, .

Clause 4--Change of purposes of por-
tinn of Reserve A3078:

A, SCADDAN: It would be an ad-
vantage te all eoncerned if some other
picee of land were found for the Sevenih
Day Adventist~. Surely the (iovernment
could easilv find an equally valuable
block in place nf the one suggested in the
Bill. The possibility of church services
heing held elose to the hospital could be
vemoved. (Juiet wasz one of the most im-
portant neeessitics in connection with the
treatment of patienls, and it was not ad-
visable to have ¢horch serviges adjoining
the Huospital. At a chureh there were
choirs, singinr, and organs playing, and
a considerable amount of noise was made
al times,

The PREMIER : The difficulty in meel-
ing the suggestion of the hon. member
was that the Government were unable to
find an equally suitable picee of land for
the Seventh Day Mdventists.  That re-
ligious hody did not Teel inclined to give
way in ihe matter of the transfer unless
ihey were given another site in ihat loeal-
ity, A the preseni time there was a Wes-
ley {hureh resevve alungside that pro-
posed to be given (o the Seventh Day Ad-
ventists. The building on this hlock would
be eclove ro the street. and would be four
chains distaut from any other building.

Mr. Scaddan: They eamp vut; they do
ot use buldings.

The PREMIER : They proposed in this
ease to erecl a building in whieh o earry
on their =erviees.

Clan=e put and passed.

Sehedules, Title-—agreed to.

Bill repurted without amendwment; the
report adopted.
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BILL--FISHERIES ACT.
MENT.
In Committer.

Mr. Daglish in the Chair: the Honurary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Amendment of 1903, No. 18,
8. 30, Exclusive licenses:

Mr, JOOANSON moved an
ment—

“That in line 3 of Clause 2, after the
word ‘i’ there be inserted, ‘Provided
always that sweh lerms and conditions
shall provide that only white labour
shall be rmployed.” ”

In granting a monopoly of this deserip-
tion. the Governmeut should he given an
assurance that the Stale would reeeive
some advantage. The only retorn the State
ot from operations of this kind ai (he
present tine was the wages paid to ihe
men engagel in it and if we gave the rigin
for pear] shell fishiny, or gven in connec-
tion with any other industry, the only ve-
sulf obtained which could be eonsidered an
advantage (o the State would be the wages
carned by the people employed in it. Un-
less we took precantions in the Bill te
protect the State against the employment
of alien or coloured labour, it might be
found that coloured labour exclusively
would be employed. In that case what ad-
vantage would the State derive?

Mr. Male: Where wonld they zef if
from?

Mr. JOHNSOQXN: There =ectned (o he
any amount of ecoloured labour along the
North-West coast; at any rate that was
his experience. Tt was not possible to pel
white labour unless one took it up there,

The Honorvary Minister: What aboul
the aborigines?

Mr. MALE: Would the hon. member
inform the Cemmittee what he proposed
to inelude nader the lerm “white tabour "
Did ke propose to restriet in his defini-
tion Cireeks, [ialians, and even Austra-
lian  abhorigines?  The term *whife
labam™" was too indefinite.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: To get uvver the
diffienlty the amendment ¢ould be made to
read so that it sheuld describe the penple
the member fur Guildford wished to ex-
clnde, and we conlid exelude in lhe terms
used in the Minine et those penple who

AMEND-

amend-
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were prevented from engaging in that in-
dustry.

Mr. Male: That would be much beller.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:  Members were
under the impression that the Government
intended to submit an amendment o ihe
Bill, but there was no appearance of it on
the Notice Paper,

Mr. MALE: i would be advisable for
the member for Guildford to insert sume
provision 1o permil aboriginal
being employed. We could havdly restriet
aborigines from heing employed in a local
industry.

Mr. JOHNSBON: There was no ubjec-
tion to the employment of aborigines pro-
viding these aborigines were paid, bui
when the Estimates were reached (here
would be a lot said with regard to the ew-
ployment of natives. The position we
were in fo-day was that the people were
taxed to a large extent in order to mmain-
tain the aborigines, and vel we found these
aborigines working on the stations in the
North-West.

The CHAIRMAN: The hou. member
could not discuss that question ar the pre-
senl fime.

AMr, JOHNSON: If the member lor
Kimberley couid ontline an amendmeni
for the cemplovment of aborigines, and
for the wages fo bhe paid to the Abori-
gines Departmeni in their behalf. ii
would be accepfed.
to exclude Asiatie labowr.

Mr. MALE: It might he advisable to
allow Lhe nmatter to stand over untii the
aext sitting so that an amendment might
he drafted. It seemed useless to put in an
amendment such as the hon. wember had
moved, beeanse it was too indefinite to
carry ont the objects stated.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Re-
warding the general prineciples connected
with the employment of Asiatie labour, nu
objeetion would be offered to the amend-
ment suggested, and he joined issue with
the member for Guildford with regard to
the question of the employment of abori-
gines. From a humane point of view it
was distinetly advisable that employment
shauld he found for these pesple. There
were many instances where they had been
kept vut of mischief hy heing found work.

lahour

The one objeet was
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My Jobnsow: But they should nat be
employed without pay. .

The HOXORARY MINISTER: Cer-
taioly not; bul the value of the uboriginal
labonr was very small indeed. The hon.
meraber fook a rather exaggeraled view
of their work. Fov instanee, if one took
the prisoners in the novthern zaols their
lahonr was very ditlicult to let aut ai even
1s. Gd. a day.

Mr. Bath: No wonder when vou load
them np with chains,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
lion. memher had not seen them. These
menn had been seen in chaing, and tiey
had beeu seven working, and the sight was
not the awful thing we henrd about. At
all events hon, mewbers opposile wonld
ot wish to see these people. who aftrer all
were the owners of this eountyy whowr we
dispnssessed, prevented Lrom  ohblaining
employment in conneetion wilth this in-
dustry, Hon. members in their passion
for this white labour business sometimes
were inclined to overlook the ordinary
pringiples of justiee, but as far as the
aborigines were concerned they should be
Ireated as considerately as possible, and
where there was saitable occupuiion avail-
able members should consent to allow {hese
people 1o be employed. We mude uo re-
striction in other parts of the State. and
why shonld this ane industry whirh we
were valled upon to establish be singled
out for the rvestriclion. The hon. member
might allow hiz amendment to be vestricted
10 Asiaties and Afrieans.

Me. GNDERWOOD: The member tor
Guildford eoukl make f(he amendent
read “That no person of Asiatic or Afwi-
ean race should be employed.” ‘The abori-
gines of this State should be entitled to
work where they could get it.  There had
heen too much interference nlready with
the employmeni of aborigines, rod with
regard to the question of paymeni for
their services there would be a proper
time to refer to that wmatter when
the Conuniltee were dealing with the

Fstimates. However, it could not lwe
introduced with any  suceess in the
Bill, but should be dune rather I
regulation. The wording he would sug-

gest would be that of the Mining Act
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i respeci to miners’ vights, in  which
it was provided that vo right should be
issned to any Aslaiic or Afviear aijen.

Mr. TROY : In the Federal Acts where
reference was made to the races of Afrien
wind  Asia, natives of the i=lands of the
Paeific were also incladed. but in ihis
eage it was not proposed (o make provi-
sion for the races living on the islands
belween Australin and Asia.

The Atlorney General: They would be
Asiaties,

My, TROY : Javanese and Maiays would
not be called Asiaties.

The Attorney General: Yes.

Mr. TROY: These Javanese and Ma-
lays. ihe Malayr in particular. were peo-
e whe were alway= eompeting in the
pearling trade,

Mr. Male: They arve all Axiaties:
ally, at all events,

Mr. TROY : The Malays and the Java-
nese, and the inhabitants of other islands
in the Malax Archipelago showl:l certainly
he exelnded from such labowr.  “hey were
the most serious competitors of the white
man in deep sea fisheries.

My, JOHNSON: By leave o1 ine Com-
miltee he would withdraw his amcudment.
with the view of embodying the sugmes-
tion made by the member for iibara.

Amendment hy leave withdravn,

Mr. JOINSOX  moved an amend-
ment—

That after the word “fit” in line

3, the Jollowing words be insedded, “Pro-

vided always that such terms and con-

ditions shall provide that ne .\siatic or

Africaw alien, or any person of Asiatic

or African race, claiming to be a British

subject, shall be employed.”’
That wa~ the exact wording in the Mining
Aect.

Amendment passed. _

My, TNDERWOOD: In susch 1 case ie
would like to see provision mads whereby
no person would be prevented feom laking
turtles, or olher fish. for the purpose of
consumption on the spot, In addivon to
the 120 miles or 2o of foreshore there was
a number of islandx in these wa'.is, and
no person  trading ahout these islande
should he prevented from talung lturtle
for tood for himzeif and erew.

lee-

1041

The Premier: There will he uo penalty
tor taking a turtle.

My, TNDERWOQD: If the axclusive
right (v the foresiore aned the-c islands
were given to ane man, no other mwan could
come along und Lake a turtle without ren-
deving himself liable to prosecution.

The Premier: T¢ would be an expensive
underfaking.

Mr. SCADDAN: The spirit of the
clause did not meet with his views at all.
He would test the {eeling of the Com-
initlee on the words, “to the exclusion of
all other persons.” He had heard no rea-
sat why a right should be given to any
ohe man to exelusively collect turtle over
125 milés of foreshore, Admittedly, there
were athers gathering turtles in the locality
at fhe present time, and if this concession
were graited to one man the trade would
he lost to the others, and the concessionaire
would be converted into a monopolist.

The Honorary Minisier: Why nol say
whu are these wther people gathering tur-
Hes

Mr. SCADDAN; The file before the
Minister would show it.

The Honorary Minister: There is no-
thing on the file to show it.

Mr. SCADDAN: Was there anything-
on the file to show that this particular
syndicale could not make it pay unless an
exclusive right was given? Was it neces-
sary lo bave 125 miles of the shore to put
up n factary? The member for East
Fremantle supported the clause because
it would enable the Government to grant
a license to a cectain individual to get
sponiges, bul that was uot the intention
seeing that the Government had already
the power to do that under the principal
Acl. No exclusive right should be given
until it was shown that no one wonld be
injured, or anlil it was shown that a
monspuly was absolutely essential in order
in bring 1he enterprise to a successful
issue. Until that was shown he (Alr,
Seaddan) would oppose the granting of
an exelusive licenze, and he moved as an
amendment—

That the words “to the ecclusion of
all other peraons”™ he struck out,
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The PREMIER : Pevhaps the objection
vaigsed by the member for Pilhara might
be met by the addition of the words “pro-
vided that sueh licensze shall nol prohibit
any person from catching any warine or
animal life, the produet of the sea, fur his
own personal consuption.”

Mr. O'Loghlen:  Supposing  someone
wanted to gather ovsters lo put on the
market?

Mr. SCADDAN: The erux of the ques-
tion was whether the Government were
to be empowered to grant for all time an
exelusive righi to a few individuals (o
collect food fish. What was the nature of
the applieation made by the parvtienldy
syndicate for whom this Bill was brought
in, and what part of the foreshore was it
proposed te grant?

Mr. JOHNSON: i was a common
praetice for the people at Onslow to
spend the week-end on the islands gath-
ering turlles and turtle ezgs, and shells
and other things, vel thev were to he
excluded from these pleasure ivips, and
also from the profits attached to these
trips.  Unless the Government eould
bring in some provisv to proltect these
people the amendment should be sup-
ported.

Mr. OSBORN: Those who indulged in
the week-end trips meniioned by the
hon. member, in a large number of cases
indulzed in them for their own amnse-
ment and for what they called sport by
destroying as many turtles and tuortle
eges as they could get. and if the indus-
try was to be preserved it was necessary
that tllese people should be exeluded At

too mdehmtc as to what the hcensees
were 1o zet the exelusive right to. Tt
would be hetter to define what they were
tn ret, and leave the rest of the produce
of the sea to those who wished to cateh
them. It was shown by the numerous
amendments suggested that the Minisier
in charge of the Bill was not too well ac-
quamted with the matter te grasp the
sitnation right off.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Dur-
ing the disenssion on the proposed
amendmeni members had asked that fur-
ther infermation be supplied to them
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as Lo the agreement. No agreement had
yet been made, although it had been pro-
posed (v ihe Government that if eertain
individuals were wranied n concession
they would be prepared to spend £3,000
af once in the eonstruelion of wuorks,

Mr. Seaddan: ‘They say they will
spend it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
would he under a bonded agreement.
The proposal was that eerfain individ-
uals should have exelusive rights 1o a
portion of ihe foreshore fur the purpose
of entching turtles, Those persons were
prepared io spend an works in the Novth
at ¢nee £3,000 in fthe ececiion of a fac-
tory, althongh ihey were not willing 10
do that unless they had seme security
of tennre given. so as not fo he under
the disability of svmeone else coming on
io the foreshore in the vicinity of their
wurks and capturing the (wrtles they re-
quired.

Mr. Collier: In plain English. unless
they have sole possession.
e HONORARY MINISTER: ‘fhe

member himself would nol put up works
of this deseription if he were liahle o
have every Tom, Dick, and Harry com-
ing along and interfering with his busi-
ness by eatching iurlles. and so prevent-
g him from earrying on.

A, Collier: Where is vour ery of pri-
vate enterprise and competition?

The HONORARY MINTSTER: Some
members would stifie every indastry in
the State. This was the fival proposal
for the expendiinre of anyv eonsiderahle
amount of eapital put before the Govern-
ment. and w hen the opporviunity arrived,
u-l 114 e

an nttempr to assist these people to
start their enterprise and open up a new
trade in the North-West, some members
were ready fto plaece every possible ah-
stacle in the road. The promaoters of the
secheme would not put their money into
it unless they had seeurity of tenure for
a reasonable amount of foreshove. At
present there were no works established
ap there. The promoters were prepared
to pay rent of £100 a year for the first
seven vears, and if they renewed the lease
after that period, a rental of £300 a
vear. If was for members to say

Tuctand af maline
Lasitad o modng



{19 OcroBer, 1809.]

whethier they wonld be a party to assist
a new indusiry in the Siate. ur whether
they would raise all sorts of quibbles
and imaginary difticulties in order to
=top its establishment.

My, Scaddan: What bond is the syn-
dieale prepared to put np?

The HONORARY MINISTER: An
amendment bhad been preparved limiting
the amourt of toreshore and making a
proviso whereby any agreement for over
2 certain mileage should be submitted to
the Honse, There were ne personal in-
terests in this matter, the only idea be-
ing to get another industry established
m the State. No member of the Gov-
crnment eared personally whether the in-
dustry was started or aol, but in the
present eéase there was a foreshore, at
present wnufilised, where a profitable in-
dustry might he established, and thus
bring added wealth to the State. There-
fore. in putting the propusal forward,
the Government looked for assistance
trom all members; but it appeared that
from members like ithe member for [van-
hoe, there was no possibility of ectting
any help to further the mosi reasonable
project. This was not a party quesfion.
i should be wnderstood that the site
proposed was ust the only place where
furfles could be found. The enast line
was over 1,000 miles in length, and twit
tles could he found in ihe Lacepede and
Montehello Tslands.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Members desired
to obtain information as fo the fulure
operations of the company.  The Siale
had m the pasr gained a bitter expari-
enge of the evil results of handing over
concessions and morve carve should be ex-
ereised in the future. The chief difli-
culty in eonmection with the proposition
was that we were asked to give an ea-
clusive right for the exploitation of a
certain amount of foreshore, and that it
was to be made an unlawful act for any
uther eompany or person to colleet the
produet uf the sea on that pariienlar
area. It was defined in the Bill ihar e
measure referved ro all the produets of
the sea cxcept fhose mentioned in the
seeond schednle. whieh only referred {v
food fish. Tt might possibly bappen thai
a company would wish to explait nysters
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aloug that foreshore. hut would be pre-
vented by the Bill. [t would be well (o
report progress, and allow much needed
amendments te be introduced.

Mr, W. PRICE: Ministers seemed to
have a keen desire to hand over the pri-
mary produeis of the State to any ex-
ploiting syndieate that chose to  come
here and azk fur them. The rent was to
he £100 a vear for seven years, and for
that sum everything tn the ocean along
the foreshore for an indefinite distance
was to be handed over to the syndicate.
Were (he members of rthis syndicate
known to the Covernmeni? Ln the past
syndicaies had heen established with ihe
idexn, il was said tn the first inslanve, of
proving of benefit 1o the State, and on
this aceonnt were granted certain con-
eessiong: hat all knew how those syrdi-
eates had bled the State on every pos-
sible oceasion.  Some of ithe most valu-
able assels of Western Australia ol
been handed over to syndiceates.  The
Honorary -Minister had suggested rhat
certain members  were  atiempling io
block ihe establishment of indusiries.
When a concession for a proposed new
industry meant the granting of a mono-
poly 1o a avodieale ov a eompany he
would oppose it, as monopelies were al-
ways dangerous. Certainly the monopoly
proposed in the Bill was a very danger-
ous one. The Bill provided thar if any-
one atiempted to take the products of
the sea from the foreshore over which
an exclusive right was to he granied to
this syvndiraie, they conld be prosecuted.

Mr. ANGWIX: It was necessary for a
person entering into an indusivy to have
a certain amount of protection. If a
man went fo the goldfields and dis-
ecovered a reef. members could not agree
that the land should be thrown open to
any person who wished to go there and
fake mold out of it.  According to a
statement made in another place the ex-
clusive right was given uander the Bill
to obtain other products fthan turtles.
The Bill had been brought forward move
particalarly in favour of a London com-
pany. It had to be admitied that See-
tion 30 in the existing Act gave power
to enter info the sponge industry, but
the clanse in the Bill would repeal that
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scefion.  Where was the necessity ‘o
consider Londen companies? There were
svadieates already in Western Australia
who were willing to put up the money
Tor the express purpose of engaging in
sponge fishing, Would not any membe.
it he had ihe money be willing to invesl
it in connection with sponge fishing in
Aunstraba, and retain that Jarge swm of
money which at the present time was
being sent to other parts of the world
for sponges; but would they do so unless
they liad an exelusive right {o a certain
area? What was contained in the Bilt
was also in the present Aect, except in
relation to turtles; but the section in the
Act wonld be repealed by the Bill. Theic-
fore it wounld affeet everything as well
as turtles, There should be power given
whereby the Ministry would have the
opportunity of wiving exclusive areas
and the Ministry should certainly have
Jurisdietion over aveas. Members kuew
that in certain sepsons it was a matier
of impossibility to work an every por-
tion of the coast in Western Australia.

In the North-West those engaged in
operations had  to  relinguish  their

Tahours for a time, and if they had nof
areas along some other portions of the
coast line it would Dbe impossible for
them to earry on their industry. Being
those who believed that it was to the
interests of the Siate that an indusivy
should be upened up, members should
do evervthing to {ry and encourage this
partienlar one.

Mr. Seaddan: And grant a monopely.

My, ANGWIN: There would he no
need to grant a monopoly, The Bill pro-
vided thai the Government could if they
su desired pive exclusive rights, but it
did not say that the Government should
oive exelusive vights fur the whoele of
the eoast line. The hon. member counld
sayv that the Government might doe su, but
did the hon. member believe thal the
Ministry wounld really do sn?

Mr. Collier: There is nothing 1o pre-
vent them.

Me. ANGWIN: Bul ihey had commnn
sense. At the present time we were
dealing with the Ministry in power, but
there was a possibility of another Minis-
iry bemy in power shortly, and they
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would have to administer the law. As
a matter of faet the Colomial Secretary
had alveady refused on more than ooe
oceasion to grant cevtain arens for
sponge fishing and had pointed out that
the areas applied for had been too lavge.
In this manner the interesis of the State
had been protected; members thercfore .
shonld eontinue to trust the Government.
1t was lo he hoped as far as the sponge
industry was concerned that in the near
future it would be established in West-
ern Australia, and that the £100,000
wlhich was sent away from Austealia
annually would he spent in  Western
Australia where, if one eould rely on

the samples of sponges oblained and
from opiluions ¢xpressed, and reports
which had been received. the sponges

were as good as these that eame from
ather parts of the world. The Bill, as
fur as giving exclusive rights was eon-
cerned, would receive his suppoui.

[Mr, Taylor took the Chalr.]

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: We had already
given exclusive rights in eonneetion with
minerals, timber, and te pastoralists, and
acearding o the information we had il
was necessary to give exclusive rights 1o
this fishing industry; bub in all other
instances where these rights had heen
given there had been regulations framad
tu protect the State, and if the Govern-
ment brought down regulations eontrol-
ling exclusive rights in this matter mem-
bers would be prepared to aceept them.
It was undersiood that afier the Bill
passed the seeond reading the Goveen-
ment would hring dawn somathing mare
compreliensive and give wmembers 10
undersiand what it was proposed to give
away; but fo say that we were going to
give one man the whole of the coast of
Western Australia was further than he
was prepared to go. The area that one
company conld lhold should be limiied,
and regulations should be framed re-
sivieiing those people to what they were
coing to eateh. There was onlv one othor
marine animal affected in this Bill be-
sides the turtle, and that was the dn-
gung, and members should know whether
we were giving the right Lo all these
things or to ene or two of them. The
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member for East Fremantle was  pre-
pared ta ivust the Governmeni, bui he
(Mr, Underwood) would only trust them
if he had them bound m the Bill. The
Covernment =hould at that siage report
progress, think the matter over, and ask
the chief of the Fisheries Department fo
say whether he could bring down some-
thing more definite than was befo-e
members at the present time.

The PREMTER: With the exception
of the member for Tvanhoe, all members
appeared to realise that it was essential
to give some exclusive vight. What the
House desired was that too lavge an
area should not be granted. Only the
other day the Government gave an ex-
clusive right to the co-operative hewers,
and no other mau except a mewber of
that society eould go on the partieular
land.

My, O Loghlen: But they eouid hecome
members of the sociely.

The PREMIER: IL was not snpen for
any man te go along and get a square
beam from that avea. That was the dit-
ference befween an exclusive right and
an ordinary reserve.  Hon. members
knew that if was absolutely necessary
that  some  exelusive right should be
giveu, otherwise no man wenld go (o
the expense of providing boats, plant,
and gear, In order to meel 1he objection
of hon, members, a provision might he
framed  providing that before any
lieense were granted in vespeet to any
length of foreshare exceeding 100 miles.
the dratt of such liceuse should be laid
on the Table of the House For the infor-
mation of hon. wembers,

Mr. Trov: What if Parlinment is not
sitting.

The PREMIER: In such
License eonld be granied.

Mr. Troy: It is a very long streteh.

The PREMIER: A long streieh of
foreshore was necessary, owing to the
faet iliat the iurtles were not regular
in their habits. AL the present time
Barrow island. which was considered a
favourite breeding ground for turtles,
was a ('lass A reserve under flora and
fauna: so there was at least one place
debarred from exploitation by any in-
dividual. The snugested provigion would
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saferuard the interests of 1he State and
st the same itime sllow the industvy iv
be established.

Mr, JOIIXSON: 'rogress vught to be
reported 1o allow lon. alembers to get a
thorough erip of the amendments pro-
posed, Again, no rveliable information
had been fnrnished as to the opinion of
the peuple of the locality. the people
who knew sowething about the question.
It would be an easy ntatler to get a tele-
graphic message from, say, the chairman
or secretary of the roads board.

Mr. OSBORY: It was well known that
the peuple of the locality were in the
habit of oceasionally going to the islands
to kilt (wrtles for sport. To obtain an
expression of opinion from the chairman
of the road bhoard would be to get the
vpinion of only oue wan. No other mem-
her of the board was a resident of On-
slow,  As for the secvetary, he was mere-
Iy an employee of the board, No good
purpose could be served by delaying the
passaze of the Bill, The elause as print-
ed was o zood vne, and would only be
impaired by alteration,

Mr. SWAXN: Tn addition to the chair-
man of the roads board, other members
af the hoard resided in Oustow, and
were readily  aceessible by telegraph.
Members of the Oppoesition had no de-
sire to strauzle any indusivy. However,
he, personally, was prepared tn strangle
the Bill by supporting the amendment
of the memher for Tvanhoe. The Min-
ister in charre of the Bill had nol dealt
Fairly with hon. members. He had intro-
duced the Bill in hapbazard fashion,
apparently thinking that hon. members
were not alive to what it meant.

The Premier: What de you want?

Mr. SWAN: Hon. members desirved
that the Minister should give them a

reasonable opportunity of having pro-
per provision made in the Bill. It was
not fair to ask hon. members to draft
the Bill in Committee.

The Premier: What do you want?

Mr. SWANXN: Even the member for
Kimberley had suggested that the limit
ought to be set to the extent of the fore-
share.

The Attorney General: We lave the
necessary amendment here.
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Mr. SWAN: The exelusive right to
100 miles of eoast line was too mueh,

Mr, Oshborn: Tt is not half enough.

Mr. 8WAN: Not five per cent. of the
coustituents of the hon. memher knew
anything aboot the Bill, and the hon.
imember would not dare to take up bhefore
biz constituents (he same aititude as he
did tn-night.

My, Oshorn: T will ask that the lon.
member withdraw that.

The CHAIRMAN: T cannot ask the
hon. menther to withdraw that.

Mr. Oshora: Is it not a veflection?

The CHATRMAN: No,

Mr. SWAN: The hon. member might
he possessed of move backboue and pluek
than one gave him eredit for. The major-
ity of members were not familiar with
the area in quesiion.  The member for
Roebowrne wax faniliar with it, bat did
not possess sullicient  judgment to give
proper representation to the interests of
his constituents in the matier, The islands
which were praetically innumerable along
the eoast were the home of the turtle, and
if we zave to ibe Government the power
preposed under this Bill we wonld place
in rheir hands practically the right to
alienate the whole of the turtle grounds
along the coast,

The Honovary Minisier: Quile wrong.

Me, BUTCHER: It would he wise to
definitely fix the area of any concession
to he granted: hul ihere was no reason
for ohjecting lo the exelusive license sys-
tem. Nearly 30 years ago Shack Bay was
a prosperons eommunily, but as there
were no reeunblations in evinection with
the gatheving of shell. the rvesult of the
indiseriminate fishing was Lhat the avea
hecane denuded of shells, and an Act of
Padiament had o be passed. The bay
was then ¢losed for a period, and after-
wards the exclusive leense system was
adapted. hy which methed  Shark Bay
had heen restored to almost its previous
conditian, Licenseex nursed {heir areas
must eautiously. The same condition would
apply in regard to the turtles.  People
were  now  indiseriminately  desiroying
turtles and turtle egys; it was easily done
at certain periods of the vear.
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Mr., Seaddan: Can you not prevent it
without having exelosive license?

Mr. BUTCHER: Certainly the turtle
conld he protected altogether, but why do
that when we could continue the industry
withont sacrificing the turtles? If the avea
was limited the ease would be met. Turtles
existed all along the coast, and although
the 120 miles spoken of might be the best
home of the turtles, it was not the whole
arex over which they extended. The area
to he granted would depend enlively on
the eoast line. If the turtles were penti-
ful 50 miles would be soflicienl. A little
move coustline might be required where
the turtles were nol so plentiful.

Mr, COLLIER: The arguments ad-
vaneed in favour of giving an exclusive
license were the old argwments advanced
mn regard to the granting of wmonopolies
all aver the Siate, What was the result of
the granting of the pastoral monopolies?
"The pupulation of Western Australia had
heeir practieally rabbed by the pastorval-
ists in regard in their meat supply.

My, TUnderwond: Nol by the pastoral-
ists.

Mr. COLLIER: Well, by somehody.
It was simply Dbecause exclusive righls
were given over large pastornl  areas.
Arain, in mining, practieally the whole
of the goldfields, or at least a large por-
tion of our auritferous arveas, was locked
up beeanse gold mining eompanies had
special rights. Even on the Golden Mile
there weré hundreds of acres locked up
withonpt auy work heing dore on them.
The same prevailed in the timber aveas.
We would do an injustice to the futuwre
residents of the Blate if we gave exclusive
rights te any syndieate or company over
these fnrtles. But if, as the member for
Gaseoyne said, furtles extended right
along the eoast, there was noiling to pre-
veni the syudicate starting the industry
straighl  away  withoul an exclusive
license. .

The Howerory Minizter: They would
not lave their works ou wheels fo move
anvwhere.

Mr. COLLIER: Did the Minister think
that another company would commence
operations alungside the syndicale’s fae-
tory? Would any rompany commence op-
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erations in an avea being worked by an-
other company? Why had not the indus-
try been started already seeing there were
so many turtles, and why were these
people afvaid others would start? The
Bill was loosely drafied, and there was
no informalion before members to justify
them in passing it. First of all, the aren
proposed to he granted te these people
should be defined in the Bill.

The Attorney General: Tt is not a Bill
giving a concession, it is merely to amend
the existing Fisheries Aecl.

Mr. COLLIER: 1t would have been
better had some pruvision been mwade in
the Bill for the area io be granted.

The Attorney General: Certainly not.

Mv. COLLIER: Would it not be pos-
sible to define the area in the Bill?

The Atterney General: That is a mat-
ter to be dealt with when we make the
agreement.

Mr. COLLIER: But power was given
by this Bill to make the agreement with-
out reference to Parliament.

The Aitorney General: If yon want the
agreement laid on the Table 1T have no
doubt it will be done.

Mr. COLLIER: Onee the Government
were permitted to make these agreements,
it was no use having agreements laid on
the Table after thev were made.

The Attorney General: The Govern-
ment have already the power to make
these agreements under the principal Aect.

Mr. COLLIER : With the exception of
the exclusive right.

The Attorney eneral: No. we lave
that also.

Mr. COLLIER: Then, evidently there
was not the power in the present Act to
make an agreement suitable for this com-
pany., Infermation shenld be given as
to whom the company consisted of and
what puarantee there was that the sum
of £3.000 wounld he spent,

Mre. Butcher: It will he in the agree-
ment.

AMr. COLLIER: In the past the State
had heen “let in* time affer time, pasioral
and mineral lands and timber areas had
been given away, and now it was pro-
posed that the ocean should be handed
over. Monopolies should not be given in
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sty direction. The Honorary Minister
had put forward the idea that becanse
members wished to block a monopoly they
were trying to preventi the establishment
of an industry. When members spoke
about stepping in and establishing indus-
tries in opposition to private enierprise
they were always rtold of the viriues of
compeittion, but under the Bill it was pro-
posed to shut out competition. The Mini-
ster had referred Lo a certain amendment
prroposed to be brought forward with re-
gard o the area, but if had not heen rvead.

The Henorary JMinister: It has heen
read twice.

{Mr. Daglish vesumed the Chair.)

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was a good deal of wmisconception with re-
gard to the Bill. At the present time the
(tovernment had full power to grant an
exclusive license in respeet to every pro-
duci of the sea exeept food fish. The Bill
sought lo extend that power in respect to
turtles and dugongs. Members were not
asked {0 make a great ehange in the law.
and hnd they thought fit, the Government
might have taken action, arguing that the
turtle was not a fish, and that there was no
necessity to bring the Bill forward. As ir
was. however, the Government desived thar
there should he no doubt on the question.
but rather that members should be miven
an opportunity of hearing about the mat-
ler, and giving the proposed amendment
the fullest consideration. IC the Bill
eranting power to extend the exclusive
rights to the turtle were passed it would
then he a maiter for negotiation as to
whether an agreement should be entered
into. There would he no objection. if
members wished it that hefore an apree-
ment of ihat kind were sanctioned it
sha!il be Iaid on the Table. For members
fo talk as if the matter were cut and dried
wuz lo reveal an entire miseoncenfion, No
avreement had been entered into.  The
matter had bheen disenssed, bui had uet
treen proceeded with as it was held that
turlles were food fish. and being -0, it
was necessary Tor the Government to have
the Act amended, olherwise it wauld he
useless to zo on with the negotiations for
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the establishment  of the industry., It
would be a pity if members made it im-
possible for the Government lo negotiate
with the company, considering that the
latter were prepared to spend, immediately
the agreement wasg entered into, at least
£3,000, and up to £25.000 if the Govern-
ment considered thal amount shonld be
spent. The company were prepared, more-
over, (o establish an industry for treating
the turtles, ot ontside the State, but in
Weslern  Australin.  The Government
were prepared so Lo amend fhe Bill as te
zive all possible protection to people who
might require the furile for food for their
own conswmption in the loealities covered
by the license, and the Premier had read
the clause which would meet that diffiealty,
and which wonld also meet the diffieulty
brought forward by the member for Ivan-
hog, 1t would be well for that member to
withdraw his amendment in favour of the
proviso the Government were willing to
introduce. There was a further provise
that no more than a ¢ertain amount of the
foreshere should be included in one ex-
clusive license. 'here wonld be no objee-
tion to reporting progress on the Bill, but
it would he satisfactory that before doing
so there should he a clear understanding
as to what members wished. We had al-
veady agreed that only white Jabour should
be employed in the industry, or rather,
that there should he na Asiatic or African
labour e¢mployed. Then the Government
proposed that the largest extent of fore-
shove covered by one of these licenses
should he 100 niiles, or that if the extent
exceeded that lenpth, the agreement to he
entered inte shonld not receive
until ihe House had heen given an oppor-
tunity of expressing an opinton uponr it
Then ihere was a furlher provision that
ne person should be prohibited from catch-
ing turtle, or any food fish not excluded.
within the liceitsed area provided that he
canghl them for his own econgumption
within the area. The Goverminent were
ready to meet mewmbers on those points.
Tt might he well to repart progress so that
tlie proposed amendments eonld be placed
on the Nolice Paper.

Mr. Walker: Do not vou think 100 wiles

tou mneh?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: [
would he well to have the opinion of weni-
bers on that point. The member for Gas-
coyne thought that 70 miles would be sufti-
cienf, but the member for Roehourne was
uf opinion that 160 miles would not be
enough. It would be possible, probably,
for the Commiltee to avrive at a modifi-
cation and perhaps it would he thoughi
that 70 miles would be sufficient.

My, Angwin: Would the provision apply
also as to the avea for sponge fishing?

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL: That
was provided for in the Act.

Mr. Angwin: But that seetion would be
repealed by this Bill?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Bill would apply to sponges. The clause
would not prevent the Government from
giving a larvger extent of water than 100
miles provided that if this were done the
agreement should he placed before mem-
bers, Theve were merits in the proposal
of the member for Kanowna that it mighl
be well to limit the area to less than 100
miles. It might even he fixed at 50 miles.

Mr. Angwin: Tt might oceasion a delay
of seven or eight months in that ease.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Such
a delay would not he of very greal mo-
ment, for it would not enable anyone else
to gel ahead of the eomipany now nego-
tiating. There was no wish to foree the
Bill throogh the House at unnecessary
speed. The Government would be pre-
parved to meet the wishes of members as
to the lenglth of foreshore, but if it were
conteirded that there should be no sort of
exelusive right and that we shonld prac-
iicaily repeal Section 30 of the existing
Fisheries Act to that extent, the Govern-
nient ¢ould not agree as it would make it
imnpossible fo establish any of these indus-
tries along our coast. He moved—

That progress be reported.

Motion passed: progress reporied.

House adjourned at 10.32 p.m.




